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Summer 2016

Dear Reader,

When I first took on this project, I was 22 years old and the only education I had about the 
Rwandan Genocide was about a two week stretch in a global history class in high school. 
We watched Hotel Rwanda and Shake Hands with the Devil. I remember being greatly 
disturbed and having the feeling that I never wanted to see or hear anything about the 
genocide again. A million people killed in 100 days rang through my memory. 

So when I set out to direct Rwanda & Juliet (which was originally titled Kigali/Verona), my 
goal was to reach someone like myself. Someone who might not go home and watch a 
film about the Rwandan Genocide but someone who just might turn on a story about a 
bunch of young people putting on a play. I knew I wasn't a prepared to make a definitive 
documentary about the Genocide, but I did want to expand the group of people who knew 
about it, and I wanted them to see what Rwanda was like today, and meet the young people. 

For me, Andrew nails it when he says (almost reminiscent of C3P0), "This is much more 
about human relations." That's what the movie is about. Relationships-between one's self 
and one's past, between groups, races, director and actor, young and old, rich and poor, 
ideals and reality, actor and audience. 

I hope you enjoy meeting these characters and exploring their relationships and, if the 
documentary has done its job, asking yourself bigger questions than before, which I hope 
will lead you to continued studies on these subjects. 

Amakuruki, 

A Message from
Director Ben Proudfoot
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“My only love sprung from my only hate,” reveals Juliet in Shakespeare’s beloved play 
about star-crossed lovers. Director Ben Proudfoot explores the thin line between love 
and hate in a new, surprisingly charming and uplifting feature documentary set in Kigali, 
Rwanda the epicenter of the genocide that left a million dead two decades earlier.

Camera crews follow a small American theater group led by retired Dartmouth Professor 
Andrew Garrod as they journey to Rwanda expecting to mount a reconciliatory production 
of Romeo & Juliet with an all-African cast. These self-realized millennials, most orphaned 
by the horrors of violence, form the unorthodox company drawn from the contentious 
Hutu and Tutsi population divisions. The cast members’ stories are as emotionally rich 
as the characters they are portraying. For the young woman playing “Juliet,” the ethnic 
divisions are personal-her father and many of her family members were murdered 20 
years ago by Hutu perpetrators. This production marks the first time many of the Tutsi 
have interacted closely with anyone of Hutu background, and vice versa. The Oxford-
educated Garrod believes the parallels between Shakespeare’s classic tragedy and the 
lives of these students who grew up in the wake of genocide will serve as the foundation 
to “reconciliation” for the entire country. He gets anything but. No amount of academic 
study could have prepared Garrod for what he is about to endure.

The beautiful, passionate, and headstrong Tété catches the attention of Garrod, who casts 
her as Juliet. After a funding source suddenly falls through, Garrod doubles down and 
empties his personal pension fund to float the production. When the cast learns that they 
will not be paid for their work, Tété leads a rebellion against the Westerners, arguing that 
Rwanda has already achieved “reconciliation,” and that as rich white men they have no 
business in Rwanda, blind to the fact that more than healing ancient wounds, the cast 
is struggling to rise out of poverty and pay for their education. The strain between the 
director and his star leads to a deep divide between the cast, and the unyielding Garrod 
is on the brink of mutiny. The result is a moving myriad of hopes and heartbreak, as 
expectations, personalities and cultures collide with opening night drawing ever closer.

About the Film
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Maps of Rwanda
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The Power of Theater and
“The White Man’s Burden”

Published in McClure’s Magazine, February 1899

Take up the White Man’s burden--
Send forth the best ye breed--
Go bind your sons to exile
To serve your captives’ need;
To wait in heavy harness,
On fluttered folk and wild--
Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Take up the White Man’s burden--
In patience to abide,
To veil the threat of terror
And check the show of pride;
By open speech and simple,
An hundred times made plain
To seek another’s profit,
And work another’s gain.

Take up the White Man’s burden--
The savage wars of peace--
Fill full the mouth of Famine
And bid the sickness cease;
And when your goal is nearest
The end for others sought,
Watch sloth and heathen Folly
Bring all your hopes to nought.

Take up the White Man’s burden--
No tawdry rule of kings,
But toil of serf and sweeper--
The tale of common things.
The ports ye shall not enter,
The roads ye shall not tread,
Go mark them with your living,
And mark them with your dead.

Take up the White Man’s burden--
And reap his old reward:
The blame of those ye better,
The hate of those ye guard--
The cry of hosts ye humour
(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:--
“Why brought he us from bondage,
Our loved Egyptian night?”

Take up the White Man’s burden--
Ye dare not stoop to less--
Nor call too loud on Freedom
To cloke your weariness;
By all ye cry or whisper,
By all ye leave or do,
The silent, sullen peoples
Shall weigh your gods and you.

Take up the White Man’s burden--
Have done with childish days--
The lightly proferred laurel,
The easy, ungrudged praise.
Comes now, to search your manhood
Through all the thankless years
Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,
The judgment of your peers!

The White Man’s Burden 
by Rudyard Kipling

“The White Man’s Burden”

The concept of “The White Man’s Burden” was first articulated as 
such in Rudyard Kipling’s 1899 poem of the same name, a response 
to the American colonization of the Phillippine Islands after the 
Spanish-American War of 1898. Since its publication, it has been 
used as both justification and critique of imperialist and racialized 
colonial attitudes.

The “white savior” trope figures frequently in film narratives: a good 
and embattled white protagonist struggles to help rescue a group of 
people of color from their plight. This typical characterization has 
been critiqued as a hubristic and misleading portrayal of real racial 
dynamics.

The Power of Theater

The healing, confrontation, and critical social lens  made possible 
by the performing arts are often championed as universal virtues 
of theater. One articulation of this reality is the Theatre of the 
Oppressed, a theoretical framework developed by Playwright 
Augusto Boal in the 1960s. It speaks to the powerful relationship 
of action to self-observation and spectatorship that the theater 
awakens, empowering the individual to enact social change. 

“Theater is one of our oldest and most important art practices 
and it has the ability to open up a person, to change them, 
to give them hope knowledge and wisdom. Theater is the 
closest many of us come to sitting around a fire and listening 
to a storyteller—it links us to a very old and very necessary 
human need for collective narratives. As a form theater is 
extraordinary in encouraging introspection, deliberation, 
compassion, for engaging the full spectrum of our emotional 
selves and most significantly of all theater has historically 
been an excellent way to educate us in being human.”

-Author Junot Díaz

“Theatre is a form of knowledge; it should and can also be a 
means of transforming society. Theatre can help us build our 
future, rather than just waiting for it.”

-Playwright Augusto Boal
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Genocide The deliberate act of killing people based on ethnicity or 
nationality. In the context of the Rwanda Genocide, the 
Hutu committed genocide against the Tutsi and Moderate 
Hutu. 

Tutsi A group of people from the African Great Lakes Region. 
The Tutsi made up a minority elite or ruling class that was 
established as separate superior race by the Belgians who 
instituted Colonial rule in the early 1900’s.

Hutu A group of people from the African Great Lakes Region. 
The Hutu made up the majority class that were controlled 
by the Tutsi during colonial times. It was thought by the 
Belgians that the Hutu were ethnically inferior to the Tutsi, 
and this teaching was instilled in later generations.

Moderate Hutu Hutus who were not part of the extreme Hutu movements 
in Rwanda. This also generally meant that Moderate Hutu 
supported the policies of the RPF, and were against the 
genocide. Many moderate Hutu were killed alongside 
Tutsis during the 1994 Genocide.

Juvénal Habyarimana A Hutu President of Rwanda from July 5th 1973 to April 6th 
1994. On April 6th, Habyarimana and other high ranking 
members of the Rwandan and Burundian government 
were assassinated when the plan they were flying in was 
shot down. His death was the inciting incident that Hutu 
extremists used to start the genocide.

Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF) A military group started by Tutsis Paul Kagame and Fred 
Rwigema. Established in 1979 in the aftermath of Idi 
Amin’s overthrow in Uganda, the group called for the 
return of all Tusti refugees to Rwanda. The RPF would 
eventually fight against the Hutu and capture Kigali in July 
1994, ending the genocide in Rwanda after nearly 100 days 
of mass slaughter. The RPF is now the ruling political party 
in Rwanda, led by president Paul Kagame.

Glossary of Terms
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Paul Kagame A Tutsi from Rwanda, as a child Kagame was exiled 
with his family during the 1959 Rwandan Revolution 
to Uganda. Kagame eventually joined the rebel army 
of Yoweri Museveni, which would transform into the 
National Resistance Army that toppled Idi Amin’s military 
dictatorship in Uganda. From there Kagame started the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front, fighting in the Rwandan Civil war 
and against the genocide in 1994. Since 2000 he has been 
the president of Rwanda. 

Rwandan Civil War A three-year war between the Tutsi-lead Rwandan Patriotic 
Front, and Rwanda's President Juvénal Habyarimana. The 
war ended on August 4th 1993 with the signing of the 
Arusha Accords.

“Hutu Power” A supremacist ideology posited by Hutu extremists in 
Rwanda. The ideology calls for Hutu supremacy, opposition 
to reconciliation, a return to the separate races ideology, 
and the recognition of Rwanda as a Hutu nation.

United Nations Assistance 
Mission for Rwanda

(UNAMIR)

A peacekeeping mission from the UN to assist with the 
implementation of the Arusha Accords. Present during 
the Rwandan genocide while under command of Roméo 
Dallaire, UNAMIR was ultimately considered a massive 
failure due to its inability to intervene in the genocide 
according to the UN rules of engagement. The UN’s Chapter 
VI mandate made the peace-keeping force powerless to 
intervene in the conflict.

Romeo & Juliet A play written by William Shakespeare. The play is a 
tragedy about two ill-fated lovers whose deaths ultimately 
reconcile their feuding families. One of Shakespeare’s 
most popular plays.
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Introduction

On April 6, 1994 Hutu militia extremists and elements of the Rwandan military embarked on a 
murderous campaign to rid the country of its Tutsi population. By July an estimated 800,000 
Tutsi and moderate Hutu had been systematically slaughtered, many by members of their own 
communities, neighbors and even relatives. The youth featured in Rwanda & Juliet are survivors 
of this genocide, both Hutu and Tutsi.

It is important to bear in mind that what follows is not so much a history of Rwanda as it is a brief 
overview of how the conflictual and often violent relationship between Tutsi and Hutu evolved, 
eventually setting the stage for the tragic events of 1994. Its primary intent is to provide the reader 
with some understanding of the forces that shaped and continue to shape the lives of the young 
women and men featured in Rwanda & Juliet.

Pre-colonial Times

The people who later became known as Tutsi, Hutu, and Twa moved into the Great Lakes region 
of Africa over a period of 2000 years. Most came as cultivators, who survived from subsistence 
agriculture, a significantly smaller number came as pastoralists, depending on large herds of 
cattle for their livelihood, and an even smaller number came as forest dwellers. The cultivators 
and pastoralists developed a common language (Kinyarwanda), culture, economic community, 
and religion. Both participated in the development of a complex system of governance headed 
by a pastoralist monarchy. Over time the pastoralists, who tended to be wealthier, came to form 
a governing elite exerting more and more power over the cultivators. The pastoralists came to be 
referred to as “Tutsi” meaning “rich in cattle” (although there were many pastoralists who were 
not rich) while those who were cultivators became known as “Hutu,” meaning a subordinate or 
follower. As successive Tutsi kings expanded their control over neighbouring lands the designation 
Hutu came to be used for anyone subjugated to the power of the state of Rwanda i.e. anyone who 
was not a Tutsi. By the time of colonial contact Tutsi power and privilege were well established 
although not rigidly fixed throughout Rwanda. Likewise, while the differences between the small 
Tutsi elite and large numbers of Hutu commoners became increasingly polarized the boundaries 
between the two remained somewhat permeable. Status could change through intermarriage or 
a change in fortune.

Historical Background to
Rwanda & Juliet
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Colonial Era

When the Germans (1890) and subsequently the Belgians (1916) established colonial rule over 
Rwanda they were impressed by the sophistication of the existing culture and administrative 
structure, the creation of which they credited to the governing Tutsi elite. In keeping with the 
Eurocentric and racist thinking of the time the Belgians attributed Tutsi power and privilege to their 
superiority as a “race” and the subjugation of the Hutu as a reflection of their natural inferiority. 
This assumption was rooted in the colonial belief that Africans who exhibited European notions 
of “civilization” were not indigenous to Africa, that they had migrated from elsewhere. In the 
eyes of the Belgians, Tutsi were not African at all, but a lesser form of European. Tragically both 
Hutu and Tutsi bought into this account of their distant origins. Tutsi embraced the positioning 

because racial distinction confirmed their 
privileged status and right to exercise 
power and control over the Hutu. The 
indigenous Hutu, in turn, repositioned 
Tutsi as foreign invaders and settlers rather 
than one of the original co-inhabitants of 
the region.

For the sake of administrative efficiency 
the Belgians decided to rule Rwanda 
indirectly through the Tutsi elite. Under 
this new regime the “natural” superior 
status of the Tutsi was enacted into law and 
only Tutsi could avail themselves of higher 

education and administrative posts. Hutu and Twa (the original forest dwellers) were relegated to 
labouring in support of Belgian resource exportation, most notably the lucrative coffee industry, 
with the exception of those few Hutu who were allowed entry into religious seminaries. These 
restrictions required a formal process for distinguishing Tutsi from Hutu (appearance and last 
names could not be relied on). Starting in the 1930’s all Rwandans were thus required to register 
and identify themselves as either Tutsi, Hutu or Twa. Children were required to be registered at 
birth and automatically took on the identity of their father regardless of their mother’s group 
identity. Approximately 84% of Rwandans identified themselves as Hutu, 15% as Tutsi and 1% as 
Twa and all adults were required to carry an identity card indicating their status.

Independence

The Tutsi elite enjoyed their privileged position well into the 1950’s, stressing Tutsi racial 
distinctiveness from the Hutu and ethnic superiority. Hutu in the meantime grew increasingly 
aware of their collective oppression and exploitation. By 1959 the Belgians, under significant 
pressure from the UN, were prepared to end their colonial rule and to introduce elements of 

Rwandan Tutsi identity card, courtesy of Kigali National Genocide Archive and Library
Source: Outreach Programme on the Rwandan Genocide and the United Nations, http://www.
un.org/en/preventgenocide/rwanda/timeline.shtml#2.
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democracy into the Rwandan state. In doing so, they shifted their support away from the Tutsi 
to the majority Hutu giving them limited access to education, public life and governance. The 
conservative Tutsi hoped to oust the Belgians before they could establish majority rule while the 
Hutu were counting on the Belgians to help them gain control of the political system before they 
left. In 1960, and backed by the Belgians, the Hutu-led Parmehutu party won the first general 
election and in 1961 Rwanda officially became a republic. At the time of this “Hutu Revolution,” as 
it came to be known, the more powerful Tutsi leaders were driven out of Rwanda. 

About 10,000 Tutsi went into exile, the majority to neighbouring countries. Between 1961 and 
1967 Tutsi armed guerillas made numerous incursions into Rwanda, most notably from Uganda. 
In return, Hutu leaders started physically 
attacking those Tutsi still in the country on 
the grounds that they were collaborating 
with the guerillas. Recognizing the 
material goods and property that could be 
appropriated from Tutsi who left or were 
killed the Hutu began to target all Tutsi 
rather than just those who had formerly 
held power. By 1967 an estimated 20,000 
Tutsi had been killed and another 300,000 
driven into exile. The identity cards and 
registry which had afforded the Tutsi so 
much privilege in the past were now being 
used to distinguish them as legitimate 
targets of state-condoned violence.

In 1973 attacks against Tutsi once again increased. Whether as a strategy for uniting various Hutu 
factions under the guise of a common enemy or to create sufficient disorder to enable a coup 
d’etat by the army the end result was the assumption of power by General Juvénal Habyarimana 
and the abolition of the multi-party system. Habyarimana supported a reconciliation of Hutu and 
Tutsi and redefined the Tutsi as a “Rwandan ethnic minority,” a gesture which recognized Tutsi 
living in Rwanda as belonging to Rwanda. This conciliatory positioning did not, however, extend 
to the 600,000 refugees now living in neighbouring countries. Tutsi living in exile continued to 
be constructed as foreigners and a threat to the Rwandan state. Forbidden to establish themselves 
as citizens of their countries of exile the refugee Tutsi were, in effect, homeless. 

The recognition of Rwandan Tutsi as legitimate Rwandans, allowed them some participation in 
such areas as education, employment, and governance. However, participation was regulated by 
an affirmative action plan which ensured that 85-90% of all those positions were occupied by 
the majority Hutu. It should also be noted that the repositioning of Tutsi as ethnic Rwandans, 
rather than racialized foreigners, met with considerable opposition from both radical Hutu and 
conservative Tutsi. 

Juvénal Habyarimana addresses the United Nations General Assembly, UN Photo
Source: Outreach Programme on the Rwandan Genocide and the United Nations, http://www.
un.org/en/preventgenocide/rwanda/timeline.shtml#2.
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Civil War

During the 1970’s and 80’s Rwanda’s economy did relatively well although only a few people became 
wealthy while the vast majority remained impoverished. In 1989 the coffee industry collapsed 
sending the Rwandan economy into sharp decline. Faced with growing food and land shortages, 
internal protests and external pressure from human rights organizations along with charges 
of corruption and favouritism, Habyarimana agreed to introduce political reforms. One such 
reform was the introduction of a multi-party political system that made possible the emergence 
of a radical faction which triumphed “Hutu Power.” Adamantly opposed to reconciliation, these 
extremists argued for a return to “separate races” ideology and the recognition of Rwanda as a 
Hutu nation.

At the same time, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) emerged in neighbouring Uganda. Led by 
the children of Tutsi exiled in 1959 and unwelcome in Uganda, this movement called for the 
return of all Tutsi refugees to Rwanda, the ousting of Habyarimana, and the establishment of a 
democratic government. In claiming Rwanda as the ancestral home to which they were entitled 
the RPF argued that the Tutsi/Hutu political and racial divide was a colonial fabrication which in 
reality had never existed in pre-colonial times. The RPF narrative was one of historical harmony 

and argued that the eventual exploitation 
of the Hutu was forced upon the Tutsi by 
the colonizers. In essence, both Hutu and 
Tutsi were the same. 

On October 1, 1990 The Rwandan Patriotic 
Army (RPA) led by Paul Kagame crossed 
the border into Rwanda. For the next 
four years the RPF would stage various 
incursions into Rwanda repeatedly 
clashing with Rwandan government 
troops. The fighting was not, however, 
restricted to the RPA and the Rwandan 
Army. Hutu Power extremists challenged 

the government and the citizenry to recognize the RPF’s appeal to democracy and denial of history 
as hiding their real intention of restoring Tutsi power in Rwanda. They warned farmers that the 
RPA, along with their Rwandan based Tutsi accomplices would kill them, take their land and 
return it to Tutsi exiles. Through various means of propaganda, including the establishment of 
Hutu Power right wing radio stations, a deep fear was instilled among the Hutu leading many of 
them to believe that their only choice was to kill or be killed. In 1991 the Hutu Power proponents 
working through an extremist element of the Rwandan army and its paramilitary attachments 
(largely comprised of internally displaced and unemployed youth) began to arm citizens and 
organize them into “self-defense” squads and networks. Local military and militia were supplied 

Paul Kagame (center)
Source:http://www.inyenyerinews.org/justice-and-reconciliation/letter-from-the-north-the-
rwanda-a-country-without-general-real/
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with guns and everyday civilians were trained in the use of traditional weapons such as swords 
and machetes. Periodic civilian massacres of local Tutsi began to take place in response to RPF 
raids, both real and rumored.

In August 1993, under international pressure and supported by moderate Hutu, Habyarimana and 
the RPF both reluctantly signed the Arusha Peace Accords. Hutu Power extremists characterized 
this attempt at peace as evidence of collaboration between the RPF and their pro-Tutsi Hutu 
accomplices. The extremists went on the offensive and through various modes of fear mongering 
quickly eroded the more moderate position. In January of 1994 Hutu Power proponents called for 
genocide as the only political solution to the civil war. Every Hutu was urged to join in the killing 
as an act of patriotism.

Genocide

On the evening of April 6, 1994 Habyarimana’s plane was shot down near Kigali airport killing 
him and the President of Burundi. While the RPF argued Hutu extremists were responsible to 
ensure the Arusha Peace Accords would not be implemented, Hutu Power propagandists blamed 
the attack on the RPF (both claims remain heavily disputed). In response and at the urging of the 
extremists the carefully coordinated “self-defense” system transformed into a powerful weapon 
of genocide.
 
The genocide was carried out in four 
phases. First, facilitated by local 
registries and identity cards Tutsi and 
moderate Hutu were identified, sought 
out and murdered by the militia. Second, 
throughout the country Tutsi were driven 
from their homes, rounded up in public 
sites, and massacred. In the third phase 
militia and citizens were urged to turn 
Tutsi over to officials for “investigation” in 
the hope that Tutsi would be lured out of 
hiding. All were promptly murdered. The 
final phase of the genocide came with the order for all Hutu to track down and kill every surviving 
Tutsi, including women and children, and previously protected priests and medical personnel. 
Hutu who resisted were threatened with recrimination, injury and even death if they did not 
comply. In July, and after a hundred days of terror and an estimated 800,000 deaths, the RPA 
captured Kigali. The Hutu government fled to neighbouring Congo (Zaire) along with 2 million 
Hutu refugees. Over the next few years more than 2 million Tutsi refugees returned to Rwanda, 
many of them born in exile.

Machetes and bullets near the border in Gisenyi, UN Photo/John Isaac
Source: UN Multimedia, http://www.unmultimedia.org/s/photo/detail/785/0078595.html.
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Post-Genocide

The RPF set up an interim coalition government and embarked on an ambitious justice and 
reconciliation process. Between 1994 and 2015 the International Criminal Tribunal of Rwanda, 
established by the UN, tried about 100 of the most serious cases. The Rwandan national court 
system tried approximately 10,000 genocide suspects and close to 2 million were tried through 

the grassroots community based Gacaca 
court system which officially closed in 
2012.

In 2003 the first free elections were held 
with Paul Kagame, the former leader of 
the RPA, winning 95% of the vote. He 
was re-elected as President in 2010 and 
the constitution was changed in 2012 to 
allow him to seek a third term in 2017. The 
Kagame regime has eliminated reference 
to ethnicity from identity cards, registries 
and public discourse. To identify as Tutsi, 
Hutu or Twa is not allowed. The youth 
of Rwanda are taught they are all simply 

Rwandan. The government has also implemented mass media and community-based education 
programs which raise awareness of factors that can contribute to the escalation of violence between 
groups. At the same time the regime has shut down free speech and political dissent. Since 2004 
the regime has banned international human rights organizations because they claimed that 
the regime’s opponents are being tortured and murdered. Journalists who challenge the official 
narrative are deported, hounded into exile or simply disappear. Rwandans are not allowed to talk 
about the genocide in ethnic terms or in any way that contradicts the official government version 
or challenges the role of the RPF as heroes and liberators. Only the RPF’s narrative of historical 
harmony is allowed to be taught in the schools and any deviation is seen as promoting an ideology 
of genocide and ethnic hatred. At the community level these directives are administered through 
a system of surveillance and social control exercised through a dense network of local security 
personnel and spies. 

This is the Rwanda of Rwanda & Juliet.

Footnote: The intent of this account is to provide a contextual background for the youth portrayed in Rwanda & Juliet. As such, it 
omits reference to such critical events as the UN’s failure to intervene before and during the genocide; the influence of political unrest 
and violence in Uganda and Congo; and, the atrocities committed by the RPF before, during and after the genocide. Most important, 
readers are cautioned that it presents a very simplified picture of the impossibly complex relationship between Tutsi and Hutu. 

President of Rwanda Paul Kagame in 2014, UN Photo/Evan Schneider
Source: UN Multimedia, http://www.unmultimedia.org/s/photo/detail/585/0585140.html
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An ongoing feud between the Capulets and the Montagues breaks out again on the streets of 
Verona. Both sides are warned by Prince Escalus that they must not disturb the peace again, on 
pain of death.

Romeo, love-sick for Rosaline, is comforted by his friend Benvolio. Capulet tells Paris that he 
may not marry his daughter Juliet until she is older. Romeo and his friends learn of a party being 
held by the Capulets, and decide to go to it as masquers. At the party, Tybalt sees Romeo, but is 
prevented from fighting him by Capulet. Romeo meets Juliet, and they instantly fall in love. After 
leaving the party, Romeo eludes his friends, returns to meet Juliet, and they exchange vows of 
love. Romeo tells Friar Laurence what has happened and he consents to marry them.
       
Benvolio tells Mercutio that Tybalt has sent Romeo a challenge. Romeo joins them, and is visited 
by the Nurse, who is told the marriage plan. She tells Juliet, who then goes to Friar Laurence’s 
cell, and the lovers are married. Tybalt, looking for Romeo, finds Benvolio and Mercutio. Romeo 
returns, and is challenged by Tybalt, but refuses to fight. Mercutio draws on Tybalt and is fatally 
wounded. Tybalt then fights with Romeo, and is killed. Romeo flies, and Benvolio reports what 
has happened to the Prince, who banishes Romeo. The Nurse tells Juliet of Romeo’s banishment 
and promises to bring him to her. The Friar tells a distraught Romeo he is banished, but advises 
him to visit Juliet secretly, then to leave for Mantua.

Capulet tells Paris he may marry Juliet in three days, and Lady Capulet brings the news to Juliet, 
who has just bid Romeo a hasty farewell. Juliet refuses to marry Paris, persisting in the face of her 
father’s anger. She goes to the Friar for help, and finds Paris there arranging the marriage. After 
he leaves, the Friar devises a plan: he will give her a drink that will make her appear dead and thus 
avoid the marriage, and will write to Romeo to tell him; they can then elope to Mantua.

Juliet tells her father she will now marry Paris, and Capulet brings the wedding forward to the 
next day. Juliet retires, and drinks the liquid. When her ‘body’ is discovered, all mourn, and she is 
taken to the family crypt. In Mantua, Balthasar tells Romeo that Juliet is dead. He vows to lie dead 
next to her that night, and obtains a poison from an apothecary. Friar John tells Friar Laurence 
that he was unable to deliver Laurence’s letter to Romeo. Realizing the danger, Laurence leaves to 
tell Juliet what has happened.

Paris goes to Juliet’s tomb to mourn her, and encounters Romeo. They fight, and Romeo kills Paris. 
Romeo then drinks the poison and dies by Juliet. The Friar arrives to see Romeo dead and Juliet 
waking. She refuses to leave, and kills herself with Romeo’s dagger. Officers arrive, and rouse the 
families and the Prince. The Friar explains what has happened. Montague and Capulet agree to 
make peace with each other.

Synopsis of Romeo & Juliet

Source: PlayShakespeare.com: The Ultimate Free Shakespeare Resource. "Romeo and Juliet Synopsis: Plot Summary." Accessed Sep-
tember 2016. https://www.playshakespeare.com/romeo-and-juliet/synopsis.
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1918 ∞ Under the Treaty of Versailles the former German colony of Rwanda-
Urundi is made a League of Nations protectorate to be governed by 
Belgium. The two territories (later to become Rwanda and Burundi) 
are administered separately under two different Tutsi monarchs.

1926 ∞ Belgians introduce a system of ethnic identity cards differentiating 
Hutus from Tutsis.

1957 ∞ PARMEHUTU (Party for the Emancipation of the Hutus) is formed 
while Rwanda is still under Belgian rule.

1959 ∞ Hutus rebel against the Belgian colonial power and the Tutsi elite; 
150,000 Tutsis flee to Burundi.

1960 ∞ Hutus win municipal elections organized by Belgian colonial rulers.

1961-62 ∞ Belgians withdraw. Rwanda and Burundi become two separate and 
independent countries. A Hutu revolution in Rwanda installs a new 
president, Gregoire Kayibanda; fighting continues and thousands of 
Tutsis are forced to flee. In Burundi, Tutsis retain power.

1963 ∞ Further massacre of Tutsis, this time in response to military attack 
by exiled Tutsis in Burundi. Again more refugees leave the country. 
It is estimated that by the mid-1960s half of the Tutsi population is 
living outside Rwanda.

1967 ∞ Renewed massacres of Tutsis.

1973 ∞ Purge of Tutsis from universities. Fresh outbreak of killings, again 
directed at Tutsi community. The army chief of staff, General 
Juvenal Habyarimana, seizes power, pledging to restore order. He 
sets up a one-party state. A policy of ethnic quotas is entrenched in 
all public service employment. Tutsis are restricted to nine percent 
of available jobs.

Chronology of the Rwandan Genocide
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1975 ∞ Habyarimana’s political party, the National Revolutionary Movement 
for Development (Mouvement Revolutionnaire National pour le 
Developpement, or MRND) is formed. Hutus from the president’s 
home area of northern Rwanda are given overwhelming preference 
in public service and military jobs. This pattern of exclusion of the 
Tutsis continues throughout the ‘70s and ‘80s.

1986 ∞ In Uganda, Rwandan exiles are among the victorious troops of 
Yoweri Museveni’s National Resistance Army who take power, 
overthrowing the dictator Milton Obote. The exiles then form the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), a Tutsi-dominated organization.

1989 ∞ Coffee prices collapse, causing severe economic hardship in Rwanda.

July 1990 ∞ Under pressure from Western aid donors, Habyarimana concedes 
the principle of multi-party democracy.

October 1990 ∞ RPF guerillas invade Rwanda from Uganda. After fierce fighting 
in which French and Zairean troops are called in to assist the 
government, a cease-fire is signed on March 29, 1991.

1990-91 ∞ The Rwandan army begins to train and arm civilian militias 
known as interahamwe (“Those who stand together”) For the next 
three years Habyarimana stalls on the establishment of a genuine 
multi-party system with power-sharing. Throughout this period 
thousands of Tutsis are killed in separate massacres around the 
country. Opposition politicians and newspapers are persecuted.

November 1992 ∞ Prominent Hutu activist Dr. Leon Mugusera appeals to Hutus to 
send the Tutsis “back to Ethiopia” via the rivers.

February 1993 ∞ RPF launches a fresh offensive and the guerillas reach the outskirts 
of Kigali. French forces are again called in to help the government 
side. Fighting continues for several months.

August 1993 ∞ Following months of negotiations, Habyarimana and the RPF sign 
a peace accord that allows for the return of refugees and a coalition 
Hutu-RPF government. 2,500 U.N. troops are deployed in Kigali to 
oversee the implementation of the accord.

September 1993-March 1994 ∞ President Habyarimana stalls on setting up of power-sharing 
government. Training of militias intensifies. Extremist radio station, 
Radio Mille Collines, begins broadcasting exhortations to attack the 
Tutsis. Human rights groups warn the international community of 
impending calamity.
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March 1994 ∞ Many Rwandan human rights activists evacuate their families from 
Kigali believing massacres are imminent.

April 6, 1994 ∞ President Habyarimana and the president of Burundi, Cyprien 
Ntaryamira, are killed when Habyarimana’s plane is shot down near 
Kigali Airport. Extremists, suspecting that the president is finally 
about to implement the Arusha Peace Accords, are believed to be 
behind the attack. That night the killing begins.

April 7, 1994 ∞ The Rwandan Armed Forces (FAR) and the interahamwe set up 
roadblocks and go from house to house killing Tutsis and moderate 
Hutu politicians. Thousands die on the first day. U.N. forces stand by 
while the slaughter goes on. They are forbidden to intervene, as this 
would breach their “monitoring” mandate.

April 8, 1994 ∞ The RPF launches a major offensive to end the genocide and rescue 
600 of its troops surrounded in Kigali. The troops had been based in 
the city as part of the Arusha Accords.

April 21, 1994 ∞ The U.N. cuts its forces from 2,500 to 250 following the murder of 
ten Belgian soldiers assigned to guard the moderate Hutu prime 
minister, Agathe Uwiliyingimana. The prime minister is killed 
and the Belgians are disarmed, tortured, and shot and hacked to 
death. They had been told not to resist violently by the U.N. force 
commander, as this would have breached their mandate.

April 30, 1994 ∞ The U.N. Security Council spends eight hours discussing the 
Rwandan crisis. The resolution condemning the killing omits the 
word “genocide.” Had the term been used, the U.N. would have 
been legally obliged to act to “prevent and punish” the perpetrators. 
Meanwhile, tens of thousands of refugees flee into Tanzania, 
Burundi and Zaire. In one day 250,000 Rwandans, mainly Hutus 
fleeing the advance of the RPF, cross the border into Tanzania.

May 17, 1994 ∞ As the slaughter of the Tutsis continues the U.N. agrees to send 6,800 
troops and policemen to Rwanda with powers to defend civilians. 
A Security Council resolution says “acts of genocide may have 
been committed.” Deployment of the mainly African U.N. forces is 
delayed because of arguments over who will pay the bill and provide 
the equipment. The United States argues with the U.N. over the cost 
of providing heavy armoured vehicles for the peacekeeping forces.

June 22, 1994 ∞ With still no sign of U.N. deployment, the Security Council authorizes 
the deployment of French forces in south-west Rwanda. They create 
a “safe area” in territory controlled by the government. Killings of 
Tutsis continue in the safe area, although some are protected by the 
French. The United States government eventually uses the word 
“genocide.”
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July 1994 ∞ The RPF captures Kigali. The Hutu government flees to Zaire, 
followed by a tide of refugees. The French end their mission and 
are replaced by Ethiopian U.N. troops. The RPF sets up an interim 
government of national unity in Kigali. A cholera epidemic sweeps 
Genocidethe refugee camps in Zaire, killing thousands. Different 
U.N. agencies clash over reports that RPF troops have carried out 
a series of reprisal killings in Rwanda. Several hundred civilians 
are said to have been executed. Meanwhile the killing of Tutsis 
continues in refugee camps.

August 1994 ∞ New Rwandan government agrees to trials before an international 
tribunal established by the U.N. Security Council.

November 1994 ∞ U.N. Security Council establishes an international tribunal that will 
oversee prosecution of suspects involved in genocide.

January 5-10, 1994 ∞ U.N. begins process towards finalizing plans with Zaire and Tanzania 
that will lead to the return of one and a half million Hutus to Rwanda 
over the next five months. U.N. Security Council refuses to dispatch 
an international force to police refugee camps.

February 19, 1995 ∞ Western governments, including the U.S. ($60 million), pledge $600 
million in aid to Rwanda.

February 27, 1995 ∞ U.N. Security Council urges all states to arrest people suspected of 
involvement in the Rwandan genocide.

June 10, 1995 ∞ U.N. Security Council unanimously agrees to cut by more than half 
the number of U.N. troops in Rwanda after a direct request from the 
Rwandan government to withdraw U.N. forces.

July 1995 ∞ More than 720,000 Hutu refugees around Goma refuse to return to 
Rwanda.

August 1995 ∞ U.N. Security Council lifts arms embargo until September 1, 1996.

December 12, 1995 ∞ United Nations Tribunal for Rwanda announces first indictments 
against eight suspects; charges them with genocide and crimes 
against humanity.

December 13, 1995 ∞ U.N. Security Council extends its peacekeeping mission for three 
more months and agrees to reduce the number of troops.

November 1996 ∞ Mass repatriation from Zaire begins; the Rwandan government 
orders a moratorium on arrests of suspected genocide perpetrators.
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December 1996 ∞ Trials begin for Hutus involved in 1994 genocide. Tanzania closes 
refugee camps and repatriates Rwandans, bringing the total to over 
one million.

January 22, 1997 ∞ Over 300 are killed in an attempt by the Rwandan army to capture 
Hutu insurgents responsible for killings in Northwestern Rwanda, 
including the murder of the three Spanish aid workers. U.N. officials 
state many victims are recently returned refugees who witnessed 
the 1994 genocide and are potential trial witnesses.

February 2, 1997 ∞ In Gikongoro, Rwanda, Venuste Niyonzima is the first man tried 
locally for crimes against humanity in his own village. A U.N. Human 
Rights official in Rwanda expresses “serious concern” over the lack 
of lawyers and adequate defense for those accused of participation 
in the 1994 genocide. Canadian priest, Guy Pinard, a witness to the 
1994 genocide, is murdered by Hutu terrorists while saying mass.

February 4, 1997 ∞ Five human rights observers are killed in an ambush in Cyangugu, 
Rwanda. The murders are viewed as an effort by Hutu terrorists to 
get foreign observers out of the country. All human rights observers 
in Cyangugu, Kibuye, and Gisenyi are withdrawn by the U.N. to 
Kigali.

February 12, 1997 ∞ United Nations watchdog agency criticizes the management of the 
Rwandan genocide trials.

February 14, 1997 ∞ United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan asks the five 
permanent security council members to look into reports that the 
Zairean army is providing arms to Rwandan Hutus in an Eastern 
Zaire refugee camp. Vincent Nkezazaganwa, a Rwandan Supreme 
Court Justice, is gunned down by uniformed gunmen at his house. 
Frodouald Karamina, leader of a Hutu extremist political movement, 
is sentenced to death for his involvement in the genocide. Karamina 
is believed to be one of the leaders and organizers of the genocide, 
having coined the slogan “Hutu Power” and made many racist radio 
broadcasts urging mass murder. Karamina expressed no remorse 
for the part he had played in the genocide. Karamina was born a 
Tutsi and assimilated himself as a Hutu only later in life.

February 19-20, 1997 ∞ Four prominent Rwandans accused of genocide appear in court for 
the first time.

February 26, 1997 ∞ Citing mismanagement and inefficiency, U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan fires the chief administrator Andronico Adede, and 
deputy prosecutor Honore Rakoromoanana in the Rwanda criminal 
trials. Agwu Okali of Nigeria is appointed new chief minister. By 
this date, the court has indicted 21 suspects.

 Source: WGBH Educational Foundation. “Rwanda: A Historical Chronology.” PBS Frontline. Accessed September 2016. http://www.
pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/rwanda/etc/cron.html.
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Discussion Questions

1. How do you see Professor Garrod in relationship to the concept of “The White Man’s Burden”?

2. How does the message of redemption and reconciliation that Garrod brings with him to Rwanda 
change over the course of the project?

3. What were the main problems that divided Garrod and the theater crew? 

4. Why were the terms Hutu and Tutsi banned?

5. Why did Garrod go to Rwanda in the first place? What do you think he expected?

6. Why do you think the filmmaker included the scenes at the barbershop?

7. At the end of the film, how do you feel about Garrod? Was he a hero or an embarrassment?

8. Did anything surprise you in the epilogue? What and why?

9. Why do you think Tété spoke up at the circle discussion against Andrew? 

10. What do you think made Tété revert to "the play will help somehow"?

11. What was the role of money in this film?

12. Do you think Garrod should have paid the actors?

13. Explain what Tété might be feeling when she is arguing with Garrod about the practice of 
reconciliation and he tells her that he "has read an awful lot about the subject." 

14. What is the difference in value between studying a subject and actually living it?

15. Do you think Garrod should have done anything differently? What and how?

16. Do you agree or disagree with the filmmaker's choice not to identify which characters were from Hutu 
or Tutsi backgrounds? Why do you think that decision was made?

17. Why do you think the film begins and ends with Peter's journey to "the source"? What does that scene 
mean to you?

18. What are three key differences between the story of Romeo and Juliet and the Rwandan Genocide?

19. When we visit the home of Clarisse, she explains that her entire family sleeps in one bed. Were you 
surprised? 

20. Why do you think the play was turned into a montage at the end of the film?

21. Do you think Garrod made a positive or negative influence on the lives of the cast?
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22. Which person in the film did you identify with most, and why?

23. Why do you think the cast members ultimately decided to perform in the play even though they did 
not get paid as they had hoped?

24. What were your expectations of what Rwanda and the people who lived there would be like, and how 
did they change after watching the film?

25. How are the Rwandan young adults different from you? How are they similar?

26. Do you believe that reconciliation in Rwanda is possible? Do you believe it has already occurred?

27. Would you ever visit Rwanda? Why or why not?

28. What did the film convey about aging in the case of Garrod?

29. Do you think that Garrod learned from his experience in Rwanda?

30. Why do you think the cast members have such differing opinions of the status of reconciliation in 
Rwanda?

31. How did James’s story fit into the overall themes of the movie?

32. Explore James’s statement, “Theater is therapy.”

33. Was the film more depressing or uplifting? Why?

34. In hearing the personal experiences of the cast members, how has your conception of the Rwandan 
genocide changed?

35. How did you feel hearing that other countries didn’t come to the aid of the Rwandans during the 
genocide for a long period of time?

36. What do you think is the most important takeaway from the movie?

37. Were you curious which cast members were Hutu and which were Tutsi? If so, why?
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