
Gallery & Curation Committee Meeting Notes 
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 9:30-10:30am 
B135 Lathrop 
 
Present: Marianne Fairbanks, Sherry Harlacher, David Newell, Kirstin Pires, Mark Verstegen, 
Robin Schmoldt 
Arts Institute: Mallory Murphy, Kate Hewson 
 
1. Introductions 

• New member David Newell, academic curator at the Design Gallery 
 
2. Argyle Wade - guest 

• Works with the Dean of Student Lori Berquam at the Division of Student Life 

• DoSL wants to display/share “a variety of creativity exemplified by the students” 

• Would like to rotate the art work, keep it a dynamic feeling space 

• They have 11 spaces on the first floor of Bascom, ranging in size from 5x4 to 14x7; there 
is also space in Red Gym, but this is a secondary priority for now 

• Walls are plaster, all spaces are accessible to the public, have decent traffic 

• How to secure works of art?  
o Video cameras in hallways – check how long footage is retained 
o Building closes at 5pm 
o Sign notifying that “you are on camera” is effective 
o Union South uses cable tie system to prevent pranksters 
o Grand Valley used a 2 track wire system, tension between wires held the art in 

place, for security added D rings at bottom and top, cost approx. $2,000, learning 
curve 

o Other issue in public area is damage from backpacks, coffee, food, children, 
vandalism 

• What equipment would need to be installed? 
o Alumni Association has installed a rail system, it looks good 
o Rail system with push button hooks to slide artwork up and down are nice 
o Rail systems are limiting for student work – not all work is farmable and framing 

can be cost prohibitive for students – suggest looking at a pinnable system 
o Need to budget for lighting, hanging system, supplies (paint, nails, etc.) 

• Other considerations 
o Need system for communicating call, letting students know what the 

expectations are 
o What is the curatorial vision for the space? Who’s making decisions about what 

comes in/out? You need a clear voice about what this is, i.e. is challenging 
student art accepted or is this interior decoration? We have a lot of students 
who want to express freely, need to know ahead of time if there are restrictions 
=> The dean Lori B would want to make decisions about what goes in 

o Who is coming into the space? If kids, need to ensure appropriateness of content 



o Staffing: This kind of endeavor requires a lot of coordination and expertise; as AI 
has received multiple requests like this, we are looking at the possibility of 
expanding an existing staff position to coordinate these projects. Might any 
resources be available from DoSL to assist, as a cost-share with other units 
interested in this?  
=> Dean Berquam is supportive of paying for physical aspects and honorarium 
for students whose work is displayed, but hasn’t considered cost-sharing 

o Another possibility would be to purchase student art and keep it up for a longer 
duration; this provides an important experience for students also; contact Robin 
for more details on how they have done this 

• Next steps 
o AI will follow up with a budget and specific numbers for DoSL to consider re: 

cost-sharing 
o Mark will come over and look at the space and advise, let Argyle know what FAO 

is doing 
o DoSL will start working on answering questions 
o Marianne suggested we come up with a set of questions to present to guests 

seeking our advice on potential gallery spaces in order to streamline the process 
before they join a meeting with us.  

 
3. Sherry – printing costs associated with exhibitions 

• Would like to have option to work with off-campus vendors for printing and mounting 
large signs b/c DoIT printing charges 30% over non-contract vendors. Spoke with Rick 
Barts at DoIT who is looking into possibilities for discounting for bulk orders, using 
conference pricing – will report back before committee pursues asking Provost for 
money.  

• Chazen does use non-contract printers for large panels – recommend talking to Jeff at 
Chazen for details.  

 
4. Updates 

a. Mark met with OSFA staff; they are moving ahead with purchasing rail system, and the 
space should be available for work in early spring. How to solicit for work to fill this 
space? 

b. Mallory announced that funding for the online gallery guide has been approved. Arts 
Institute will move forward with DoIT on the next steps to build this.  

c. Mallory brought the list of gallery names to be listed in the printed gallery brochure and 
asked the committee to look them over and mention any that got left out and check for 
any galleries that could be omitted should we need to cut some for lack of space.  

 
5. Wrap Up and adjourn 

• Marianne mentioned that our meeting time would not work for faculty next semester. 
Mallory will be sending a Doodle Poll to find an alternative time/day.  

• Mallory announced that representatives from Alumni Park will join us next month.                                        
             Adjourned. 


